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PAGE 01 ROME 10744 302012Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-12 EA-07 SS-15 INR-07 /049 W 

012801 302026Z/65 

R 301705Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5591 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 10744 

STADIS //////////////////////////////// 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: COCOM, ESTC, IT 

SUBJECT: U.S. RELATIONS WITH ITS COCOM PARTNERS 

REFS: (A) STATE 146834; (B) ROME 5092; (C) ROME 10403 

1 . WHILE WE CANNOT STATE WITH CERTAINTY THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF ITALY (GOI) IS IN NO WAY INVOLVED IN TRANSGRESSION OF 
COCOM REGULATIONS, JUDGING FROM THE AVAILABLE EVIDENT WE 
BELIEVE IT IS NOT. OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT THE GOI 
PLANS TO REMAIN FIRM IN ITS COMMITMENT TO COCOM, EVEN WHEN 
DECISION OF THE COMMITTEE AFFECT IN A NEGATIVE FASHION THE 
ITALIAN TRADE PROGRAM. 

23. WE HAVE, HOWEVER. SENSED FOR SEVERAL MONTHS THE GOI'S 
IRRITATION WITH THE U.S. COCOM DELEGATION AND THE PRIME 
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REASON CONVEYED BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (FMA IS THE 
DELEGATIONS' SLOWNESS TO RESPOND TO VARIOUS REQUESTS 
PRESENTED THE COMMITTEE. THE HISTORY OF REFTEL B IS A 
GOOD EXAMPLE. IN ADDITION, THE CASE DESCRIBED IN REFTEL C, 

WHEREIN PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI HIMSELF HAS EXPRESSED 
INTEREST, DEMONSTRATES THE CONCERN AT SENIOR-MOST LEVELS 
WITHIN THE GOI. 
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3. WHEREAS MFA SPOKESMEN ACCEPT OUR EXPLANATION OF THE 
COMPLEXITIES OF EXPORT CONTROL AND THE SUBSEQUENT TIME 
REQUIRED IN RESEARCHING A PARTICULAR CASE, THEY HAVE ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS PROTESTED THAT THE DELAYS CREATE 
UNDUE HARDSHIP FOR THE ITALIAN BUSINESSMAN INVOLVED. 
GARDNER 
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